Leukocyte migration test for the study of immune reactivity in cases of Graves disease associated with infiltrative ophthalmopathy.
The leukocyte migration test was carried out in 26 untreated cases of Graves disease, using crude thyroid extract, human eye muscle antigen and actomyosin as antigens. A significant reduction in the spontaneous (antigen-free) migration values was demonstrable in the cases of Graves disease, compared with the controls. The migration inhibition test gave positive results with the thyroid antigen in the hyperthyroid cases, in opposition to euthyroid ophthalmopathy, where it was found negative. The results were positive with retrobulbar muscle antigen in hyperthyroid and euthyroid infiltrative ophthalmopathy. In advanced cases of infiltrative ophthalmopathy, the results were positive with actomyosin as well.